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0 | PUBLIC DISCOURSE
Mahatma Gandhi as People’s Economist: A Tribute
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propaganda based on lies and illogi-
cal analysis. No amount of dance-
drama will persuade people to un-
derstand the Mahatma unless the
anti-Gandhilies and illogical analysis
i1s refuted.

The basic principles of the
Gandhian economic programme
include avoidance of mechaniza-
tion and encouragement of cottage
industries, especially spinning and
weaving. Improvement of rural small
scale agriculture. Making the village
community as much self-sufficient
and self-reliant as practicable. De-
centralization of the administrative
and economic structure. Reducing
income in equalities by raising the
income level among the poor and by
changing the attitude and motivation
of the rich. Ensuring that the capital-
ists and big businessmen serve as
‘trustees’ for the whole community.

Smallness, simplicity and nonvio-
lence are the three remedies for the
maladies of the modern society.

In the language of contempo-
rary social science (economics)
Gandhi was a pioneer analyst of
the phenomenon of growth with
increasing poverty. Gandhi cor-
rectly diagnosed the phenomenon
as the result of an inappropriate
technological mix of investments
in a situation of quasi- insufficient
investible resources. The Gandhi-
an solution (which involves the
maximum feasible stress on the

imbalance. At the same time it pro
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choice between present and future
levels of per capita consumption
(capitalist subjective value ver-
sion) or a choice between present
output and future output (socialist
version). Such attempts are unre-
alistic because we can never know
with certainty what conventional
economics treats as already known.
The analytical superiority of
Gandhian thought is that the prob-
lem ol making adequate provision
for the future is posed on an objec-
tive basis; in the form of the condi-
tion that the rate of capital accumula-
tion must exceed or equal the rate of
growth of the labour force. This clari-
fies that the conceptof ‘adequate pro-
vision for the future’ is one of a lower-
limit constraint, and not a matter of
time preference either of the planner
or of the consumers and savers. This
develops the correct context for dis-
cussing the problem and puts an end
to the interminable wrangling about
what constitutes the ‘proper’ rate of
time preference -a question to which
there can in principle be no answer.
By posing the employment target
both concretely and objectively as a
certain minimum increase to be at-
tained in the current period; it brings
employment planning to a relevant
and practical level. Employment
policy is something which needs to
achieve a determinable result, now,
in terms of helping the poor. Itis not
something that relates to avague goal

Gandhi - by the United Na-
tions as the “International
Nonviolence Day” for the entire
world is the greatest tribute to the
Father of the Nation which has cer-
tainly justified the relevance of his
economic thoughts in all times to
come for internationalization of
Indianization. Mahatma Gandhi is
the greatest people's economist as
observed by Dr. E.F. Schumacher
in his book ‘Small is Beautiful” He
was not a professional economist
and had not developed a formal
model of economic growth. Gan-
dhi was a practical man, a fighter
and reformer, and saw intuitively
and instinctively. Engaged in the
freedom struggle of India, he had
no time or inclination to engage in
the elaboration of utopian lines of
thought. All the same, in an endless
stream of articles and speeches, all
designed to deal with actual prob-
lems and situations he did produce
arguments in the language of the
people.

With “Lokasangraha” (spiritual-
ize society for the well-being of every-
body) of the Bhagavad-Gita - a major
focus of the Mahatma's teachings - as
its “Guiding Light,” we are convinced
that everybody from India should
turn the “International Nonviolence
Day” into a grand celebration of Gan-
dhiJayanti all over the world. Howev-
er, it is also the time to recognize that

world. Indian TV mercenaries have
shamelessly copied these r-:.-e;plmtt-i as
"Kaun Banega ( :fm'p.'ﬂi' to eulogize
T d as an ace f‘[il?'.lll!' behaviour,
Bhagavadgita identifies greed as one
of the three doors to hell (verse 21.*
chapter 16) leading to the ruin of tl}fﬂ
soul. "o’
It is unfortunate that leading
economists of the world promele
ereed as the basis of economic
growth, turningitinto a “greedonom- .
ics” Economics should be based on
need, not on greed. It should be a
“needonomics’, and not a “greedo
nomics”. In the Kaun Benega Crore-
pati (KBC) programme telecasted-
in India by the Star Plus TV, the host
talks the language of money devoid
of any moral responsibility which will
cause terrible behavioural pollution
in the mind of the viewers. Such, a
Janguage will convince the popula-
tion that money is the greatest yeal~.
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