










































































About the Members of Tamil Translation Team 

 

 

Prof. Dr. Sibnath Deb, PhD, DSc 

 

Prof. Sibnath Deb is Director at Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development, 

Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India, 

Previously, he was Professor at the Department of Applied Psychology, Pondicherry 

University, and has also taught at the University of Calcutta, India. Currently, he is also 

Adjunct Professor at the School of Justice, Faculty of Law, QUT,Australia. During 2004–

2008, he served the International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and 

Neglect (ISPCAN) as Council Member. In brief, he has got 28 years of teaching, research and 

administrative experience and has produced 19 PhDs in addition to publishing more than 100 

research articles/book chapters.  Professor Deb has written seven books and edited six books. 

His latest published books are (a) Disadvantaged Children in India: Empirical Evidence, 

Polices and Actions (Springer, 2020); (b) Childhood to Adolescence: Issues and Concerns 

(PEARSON, 2020); (c) Social Psychology in Everyday Life (Sage, 2019); (d)  Distance 

Education: Prospects, Challenges and Way Forward (PEARSON, 2019); (e) Positive 

Schooling and Child Development: International Perspectives (Springer, 2018); and (f) Child 

Safety, Welfare and Well-being: Issues and Challenges (2016). His three more books titled 

(a) Upholding Justice: Social, Psychological and Legal Perspectives (Routledge, 2020); (b) 

Delivering Justice: Issues and Concerns (Routledge, 2020); and (c) Community Psychology: 

Theories and Applications (Sage, 2020) are in press. Professor Deb has received three 

national and three international awards in recognition of his contribution in the field 

of psychology. In 2019, Prof. Deb has received the “Visitor’s Award’ 2019” from the 

Hon’ble President of India Sri Ram Nath Kovind for his contribution in the field of health 

psychology, child protection and students mental health. His current areas of research interest 

include family dynamics, parenting styles, child safety, students’ mental health, adolescent 

reproductive health and applied social psychology.    

 

Prof. Dr. T. R. A. Devakumar 

 

Prof. Dr. T. R. A. Devakumar acquired his Ph.D. specializing in Aqua Culture from the 

renowned University of Madras, India.  He holds M.Phil and Masters degrees in Botany and 

Education. As an Assistant Professor he taught Plant Biology and Bio-Technology at PG 

level across Tamil Nadu and rose to become the Principal of Chennai Presidency College and 

the Institute of Advanced Studies in Education at Chennai. 

 

Thereafter, he served as the Regional Joint Director of Collegiate Education and later was 

appointed as the Joint Director (Finance) of Collegiate Education besides serving as the 

Director of the Gill Research Institute, Chennai. He was also the Director of Guru Nanak 

College, Chennai and is presently a Peer Team Member and Assessor of NAAC. 

 

He has immensely contributed by adding new vistas of knowledge during his 43 years of 

service and to his credit published articles in various journals. Under his prolific guidance, 

thousands of Masters degrees and hundreds of M. Phil degrees have been awarded during his 

tenure of teaching and has presented papers in various seminars and conferences. Besides, he 

has guided Ph.D research scholars and evaluated many doctoral theses.  He has delivered 

numerous Endowment Lectures at various Colleges and Universities on contemporary 



educational issues. He was the recipient of Harijan Bandhu Award for the kindness and 

sympathetic support in promoting dignity and standard of life of people. 

 

He presently serves as the Registrar of Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth 

Development, an apex Institution of the Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports, Government of 

India. 

 

Mr. David Paul 

 

David Paul has a Masters in Psychology and PG Diploma in Personnel Management, 

Industrial Relations and Labour Welfare.  With 20 years of experience, he began his career as 

Research Associate at National Institute for the Visually Handicapped-Regional Centre 

functioning under the Union Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, India and later 

became its Training and Placement Officer.  

 

He worked as HR Executive in MRF Limited where he anchored learning and development 

initiatives besides coordinating various HR functions. Presently he works as Training Officer 

at the Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development, an apex training and research 

Institution of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India.  

 

He has taught Career Counselling and Counselling Psychology at RGNIYD and has 

coordinated over 500 training programmes for youth functionaries and youth across India 

besides coordinating several research projects having implications for policy and programme 

formulation. He was also associated with the construction of India Youth Development Index 

Project. He has edited several publications of the Institute besides contributing for the Youth 

Portal and disseminating the National Youth Policy. He has reviewed various books, 

published papers in journals and participated in national and international 

conferences/workshops.  

 

He underwent Social Welfare Training Programme for Young Leaders in Japan during 2009 

organised by JICA. He has attended the Workshop on Evidence-based Policies on Youth 

Development in Asia Promoting the Sustainability of the Youth Policy Toolbox in Asia-

Pacific held at the UNESCAP, Bangkok during June 2017.  

 

His passion areas include training, teaching, research, assessments, documentation and 

dissemination on youth issues and concerns and specialized in Applied Psychology, 

Organizational Psychology and Counselling & Disability Rehabilitation. 

 

 

 

 


